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Today’s Presenters

Arthur Johnson Yvette Chen
Lower 9t Ward CSED Fair Share Housing Center
New Orleans, LA Cherry Hill, NJ



Community-Based Leadership in Resilience

Arthur J. Johnson
Chief Executive Officer

Lower 9t Ward Center for Sustainable Engagement and Development (CSED)




Lower 9t" Ward CSED

The center is a 6+ year old non-profit which
accomplishes its work by strategically reinforcing
community driven goals throughout its efforts to
help create an economically, culturally and
environmentally sustainable Lower 9" ward
community.



Presentation Objectives

* |dentify key elements which may provide a
guiding philosophy for success of a
community-based non-profit

* Determine whether the activities of a non-
profit are couched in a need-based context.

 Determine the effectiveness of the leadership
brand projected by a community-based non-
profit.



The New Orleans Principles

The New Orleans Principles: Celebrating the Rich History of New Orleans Through Commitment
to a Sustainable Future focuses on New Orleans, with much of it describing ten organizing
principles to guide reconstruction and redevelopment of the city. These ten principles are as
follows:

. Respect the rights of all citizens of New Orleans.

. Restore natural protections of the greater New Orleans region.
. Implement an inclusive planning process.

. Value diversity in New Orleans.

. Protect the city of New Orleans.

. Embrace smart redevelopment.

. Honor the past; build for the future.

. Provide for passive survivability.
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. Foster locally owned, sustainable businesses.
e 10. Focus on the long term.



Sustainable Restoration
Holy Cross Historic District & Lower 9% Ward
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About CSED

Founded in December 2006, the Lower 9th Ward Center for Sustainable Engagement and
Development (CSED) is a 501(c)3 grassroots organization devoted to restoring New
Orleans' Lower Ninth Ward as a safe, environmentally just and economically vibrant
community - and one of the first to become carbon-neutral in North America.

n LI Born in the aftermath of catastrophic fiooding in the
Lower Ninth Ward caused by the faiure of the federal
levee system following Hurricanes Katrina and Rta,

CSED provides community-based support to residents
of the Lower Ninth Ward - from “River to Bayou® - in
all aspects of sustainability for area neighborhoods as
part of long-term recovery and rebuiding eforts. Our
mission’to stimuate civic engagement,repopulate,
sustain natural systems, assist communtty leadership
and preserve resources in the Lower §th Ward
neighborhoods. Our goal: the re-creation and
repopulation of a strong communty, mindful of s

" resources and vuinerabilies, with an engaged
clizenry that is active, resilient, prosperous, energy Independent and beautful as possible.

SUSTAIN THE NINE

RIVER TO BAYOU

About the Lower 9 CSED

Founded in 2008, the Lower 9th Ward Center
for Sustainable Engagement and Development
(CSED) works 1o stmuiate civic engagement,
repopulate, sustain natural systems, assist
community leadership and presenve resources
n the Lower Sth Ward neighborhoods.

CSED Lower 9 News
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CSED Funders & Supporters

* Blue Moon Fund

* Kresge Foundation

e Surdna Foundation

* Foundation for Louisiana

* Mercy Corp

* Gulf Coast Fund

*  McKnight Foundation

* Greater New Orleans Foundation
*  Walton Foundation

* National Wildlife Federation

e Jazz & Heritage Foundation

* Orleans Recovery Foundation

e Tulane University City Center

* USGBC- Greenbuild Legacy Grant
* National Park Service



In Memoriam

Pam Dashiell
(1948

2009)

*» Community Activist

Visionary Leader
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Past disasters

e —

Hurricane Katrina, 2005 Superstorm Sandy, 2012 Hurricane Harvey, 2017



Framework of Federal Disaster Aid

FEMA is emergency management team, provides rapid
relief

* Individual Assistance (lA)
* Temporary Shelter Assistance (TSA)

MENTO. HUD is source of funding and monitors long-term recovery
53*‘ II II %, and mitigation

3 I ' % Spends money on disaster recovery through Community
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Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery (CDBR-DR)
QAN N by assessing unmet needs
DEV



Inequality in Disaster Management and
Planning

* NPR study looked at 40,000
property buyouts nationally

* Localities focus recovery and
planning efforts on middle class and
white communities

» After disasters, on average, black
residents lose wealth and white
residents gain wealth

« Homeowners more likely to benefit

Source:"How Federal Disaster Money Favors the
Rich” https://www.npr.org/2019/03/05/68878
6177/how-federal-disaster-money-favors-the-rich




After Superstorm Sandy (2012),
Recovery decisions exacerbate inequality

* Disparate treatment of homeowners/renters

* Needs assessments (for CDBG-DR/HUD funding)
underestimated needs of renters and low-income
people:

« State’s housing-recovery program undercounted
needs of renters by half

* Renters constituted 80% of households earning
under $30,000 per year

* Nearly half of renters impacted were Black and
Latinx, compared to 16% of homeowners




Sandy Complaint and Settlement (2013)

At * With NAACP and Latino Action Network, filed
N AT under Title VI and Title VIII of Civil Rights Act,

BETWEEN

Lo L alleging race-based discrimination against

OFFICE OF FAIR HOUSING AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

fwa renters
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* Largest settlement ever reached under the

e e el - federal Fair Housing Act history

AND
FAIR SHARE HOUSING CENTER
(“OOMPLATNANTS™

* Reallocation of over $500 million in federal

THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
AND

THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS re cove ry f u n d S

* Sandy funds required to target hardest hit
L'CS}: .\‘L'Ml‘iii‘l:.s: co m m u n it i es

Title W1 No.: 02-13-0043-6
TITLE VIl No. 021 5-0303-8

S ——— * Address language barriers in recovery programs
* Assist renters and homeowners



Joint Agency Guidance (2016)

* Federal language access requirements apply to
disaster recovery

* Guidance provides “overview of application of Title VI
in emergency and disaster management, and
examples of promising practices to ensure
nondiscrimination on the basis of race, color, and
national origin.”




OpenFEMA Individual Assistance (IA) Data

. |ndividua| Assistance Housing Registrants IncidemIPeriod:AugustI23,2017-September‘lS, 2017
. Major Disaster Declaration declared on August 25, 2017
Large Disasters Dataset

https://www.fema.gov/openfema-dataset-individual-assistance-
housing-registrants-large-disasters-vl FEMA-4332-DR, Texas Disaster Declaration as of 10/11/2017 ¥ FEMA

* Released for the first time in early 2018

* Data on IA applicants in eligible disaster
declaration areas with assessments |
conducted by FEMA inspectors <Pt

* Variables on geography (smallest = census
block ID), demographics (income, tenure,
household composition), disaster impact
(flood level, water damage), eligibility of

.....

assistance



Supplementing and Using the OpenFEMA
IA Dataset

* Integrate with Census/ACS y..
demographics

* Detailed understanding of flooding .
and floodplain mapping (every -
property assessed by FEMA has
detailed information on flood extent)

* Shape plans for resiliency and
rebuilding

* Analyze and integrate unique
dynamics into response




Reforming Disaster Recovery

* Ensure all communities can
benefit from mitigation
infrastructure to protect against
future disasters; every $1 spent
on mitigation saves $6 in
federal resources

* Coordination among federal
agencies

* Infrastructure and building
design standards account for
climate trends




Questions and Thank You!

Arthur Johnson Yvette Chen
Lower 9t Ward CSED Fair Share Housing Center
ajohnson@sustainthenine.org yvettechen@fairsharehousing.org
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BEFORE YOU GO...

Thanks in advance for completing the evaluation survey!

Other opportunities:

* Webinars, blogs and resources on Our Communities,
community and climate resilience: OUR POWER

www.urbanwaterslearningnetwork.org oo B e Sl

in Climate Change Adaptation

CTION TOOLKIT -

i 8§ CENTERING THE COMMUNITY IN
‘ RESILIENCE PLANNING

Building Community Resilience:
Climate Education as a First Step Sept 12, 2019: 1:00-2:00 PM ET

URBAN {- Waters

LEARNING NETWORK


http://www.urbanwaterslearningnetwork.org/

URBAN = Waters

LEARNING NETWORK

Diana Toledo, River Network
dtoledo@rivernetwork.org

GROUNDWORK

Maria Brodine, Groundwork USA
maria@groundworkusa.org

Sriver

connecting people-saving rivers


mailto:dtoledo@rivernetwork.org
mailto:maria@groundworkusa.org

