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Webinar Sponsors

We are a peer-to-peer network of 
people and organizations working to 
restore and revitalize urban 
waterways and the socioeconomically 
challenged communities that 
surround them
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Ann Arbor, MI
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Conserving, empowering and sustaining 

communities through responsible and 

visionary land use.



The Basics of Community Land Trusts

Community Land Trusts (CLTs) are non-profit organizations 
formed to keep land available for affordable housing and 
other community uses. 

CLTs:

• provide access to land and housing to people who are 
otherwise priced out the market 

• increase long-term community control of neighborhood 
resources 

• empower residents through involvement and leadership 
roles in the organization

• preserve the affordability of housing permanently



Athens Land Trust (ALT) 

is one of the few 

organizations in the 

country that is both a 

conservation land trust, 

protecting natural 

resources for 

environmental and 

economic sustainability, 

and a community land 

trust, protecting land for 

affordable housing, 

community agriculture, 

and other community-

identified needs.



ALT:

• Develops permanently affordable 

homes

• Provides financial literacy, housing 

counseling, and homebuyer 

education

• Increases food system support and 

food security

• Creates opportunities for economic 

development

• Provides youth employment and 

leadership development

• Works toward land access and 

protection 



The West Broad Neighborhood



• Charrettes

• Dinners

• Learning Trips

• Voting Priorities

• Advisory Board

• And most importantly delivering 

resources

Community Engagement



Neighborhood 

Revitalization

• 40 homeowners

• 16 lease purchasers 

preparing for home 

ownership

• 60 permanently affordable 

homes built or substantially 

rehabbed for single family 

ownership

• 102 units of affordable 

rental housing

• 15 low-income 

homeowners served 

through home repairs and 

rehabilitation services



• Developing community-based 

resources for education, job training, 

commercial infrastructure, and 

financing. 

• Incentivizing wealth-building for those 

who have been excluded from 

traditional systems 

• Creating place-based economic 

development that meets local needs 

and preserves the cultural fabric of 

neighborhoods

Neighborhood Revitalization



YOUTH PROGRAMMING



Youth Programming



Heather Benham: heather@athenslandtrust.org

685 N. Pope St.

Athens, GA 30601

(706) 613-0122



Questions and Thank You!

Matt Weber
Grounded Solutions

MWeber@groundedsolutions.org

Heather Benham
Athens Land Trust

heather@athenslandtrust.org

mailto:MWeber@groundedsolutions.org
mailto:heather@athenslandtrust.org


Thanks in advance for completing the evaluation survey!

BEFORE YOU GO…

Register for our upcoming webinars:
• Wed. 10/9—After the Storm: Equitable 

Recovery and Resilient Adaptation (3rd in 
climate resilience series)

Blogs and resources on climate resilience: 
www.urbanwaterslearningnetwork.org

http://www.urbanwaterslearningnetwork.org/


Diana Toledo, River Network
dtoledo@rivernetwork.org

Maria Brodine, Groundwork USA
maria@groundworkusa.org

mailto:dtoledo@rivernetwork.org
mailto:maria@groundworkusa.org

